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Supplementary Table S1. The blood glucose and body weight of control and diabetic rats. 
 

 Fasting blood glucose (mmol/L) Body weight (g) 
 CON (n=12) DM (n=12) CON (n=12) DM (n=12) 

PRE 5.3±0.3 4.9±0.1 160.0±1.8 166.8±1.8 
1w 4.7±0.2 20.49±0.9** 202.3±2.1 154.3±2.8** 
2w 5.0±0.3 24.9±1.7** 241.0±1.8 158.8±3.2** 
3w 4.7±0.2 24.8±1.3** 284.0±3.0 156.9±3.7** 
4w 5.0±0.2 29.7±0.9** 326.0±4.4 164.5±4.7** 

Values are mean ± SEM. The fasting blood glucose level was significantly enhanced 1 week after a 
single intraperitoneal injection of STZ and persisted for at least another 3 weeks within our observation 
period of time (n=12 for both groups, **P<0.01, compared with CON, two-way repeated-measures 
ANOVA followed by Tukey post hoc test). However, the growth rate of STZ-induced diabetic rats was 
reduced. The body weight of control rats exhibited a steady increase, whereas the body weight of 
diabetic rats remained unchanged (n=12 for both groups, **P<0.01, compared with CON, two-way 
repeated-measures ANOVA followed by Tukey post hoc test). 
 
 
 
 
Supplementary Table S2. The blood glucose and body weight of diabetic rats with or without insulin 
treatment (INS). 
 

 Blood glucose (mmol/L) Body weight (g) 
 NS (n=7) INS (n=7) NS (n=7) INS (n=7) 

PRE 4.8±0.2 4.8±0.3 167.0±2.2 170.3±2.5 
1w 27.8±2.0 28.4±2.0 155.6±2.9 164.3±4.7 
2w 32.4±1.0 15.0±2.2** 160.4±2.6 172.3±5.7** 
3w 31.7±0.6 12.3±1.5** 157.7±3.4 180.0±6.5** 
4w 32.5±0.6 12.3±1.3** 165.3±4.2 190.1±6.8** 

Values are mean ± SEM. Following insulin treatment, the average blood glucose was significantly 
decreased 1 week later and maintained at a relative low level for another 2 weeks within our observation 
period of time (n=7 for each group, **P<0.01, compared with NS, two-way repeated-measures ANOVA 
followed by Tukey post hoc test). The body weight of insulin-treated rats exhibited a steady increase, 
whereas the body weight of diabetic rats remained unchanged (n=7 for each group, **P<0.01, compared 
with NS, two-way repeated-measures ANOVA followed by Tukey post hoc test). 
 


